Calvary United Methodist Church
Sunday,

April 4, 2021; 10:15 am

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude
Call To Worship
Voice 1:
All Voices:
Voice 2:
All Voices:
Voice 3:

Voice 1:

Voice 4:

Voice 2:

Calvary Choir

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Exhale. [pause Go ahead, exhale. Breathe out. Let go. On this Easter
Sunday, allow your souls to be replenished. Take in the joy. Take in
peace. Take in the togetherness. Take what you need.
And wonder. \Wonder, and imagine, and reflect, and question, and
listen. Listen deeply to the words and the songs. Listen deeply to the
Holy Spirit. And hear the words that God has for you.
We emerge from the long days of Lent; our journey through the
wilderness. And we acknowledge that there is a darkness that seems to
loom in this world. And we remember that nestded within the great
mystery of the Resurrection is a great light. Search for that ight, that
hope on this day.
So, we come into this space, this sacred space, and we bring ourselves;
our whole selves. We encourage you to embrace your body and we
invite you to use your body to give God a hand clap of praise, to sing,
to jump around, to dance, to celebrate. And, as we celebrate the Risen
Savior, we invite you to bring your full selves into worship because
Christ is risen!

All Voices: Christ
All Voices:

Dee Freeman

is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!"

Invocation of the Spirit

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introduction

record of God's saving deeds in history, and pray that each of us
may receive the fullness of this grace.
Let us hear the

Abiy Jobmson, Eater Litwrgical Resouresfrom Afiana Writers, editd iy Safya Fasna, 2020.
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Abraham's Trust In God
Our story begins when Abraham is tested when God commands him to
sacrifice his own son, the embodiment of God's promise to him. Through
God's own provision on the mountain, the promise holds.
Genesis 22:1-2, 6-18
[1] After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"
And he said, "Here I am." [2] He said, "Take your son, your only son
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." [6]
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac,
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked
on together. [7] Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said,
"Here I am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" [8] Abraham said, "God himself
will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, nmy son." So the two of them
walked on together. [9] When they came to the place that God had shown
him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound
his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. [11] But
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham,
Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." [12] He said, "Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." [13] And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son. [14] So Abraham called that place "The LORD will
provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided." [15] The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time
from heaven, [16] and said, "By myself I have sworn, says the LORD:
Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only
son, [17] I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.

And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, [18] and by
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."
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Israel's Deliverance At The Red Sea

time passes, we see God keeps God's end of the bargain. Eventually, the
number of God's people grow, fulflling God's promise. The Egyptian ruler
who kept God's people in slavery pursues them to the Red Sea as they try to
escape. Despite a hopeless situation, God rescues God's people, leading them
on dry land through the parted sea and closing the waters on their former
As

masters.

Exodus 14:10-31 (NRSV)
[10] As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the
LORD. [11] They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? [12] Is this not the very thing
we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness." [13] But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand
firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again.
[14] The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." [15]
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. [16] But you lift up your staff, and stretch out
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the
sea on dry ground. [17] Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so
that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. [18] And
the Egyptians shall know thatI am the LORD, when I have gained glory
for myselfover Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." [19] The
angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and
took its place behind them. [20] It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Isracl. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit
up the night; one did not come near the other all night. [21] Then Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the
waters were divided. [22] The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. [23]
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's
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horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. [24] At the morning watch the
LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. [25] He clogged their
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said,
"Let us flee from the Israclites, for the LORD is fighting for them against
Egypt." [26] Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over
the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots and chariot drivers." [27] So Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea.
[28] The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers,
the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of
them remained. [29] But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
[30] Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. [31] Israel saw the great work
that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

A New Heart And A New Spirit
As God's people live on their own, they go through cycles of being close to
God and abandoning God. Ezekiel, the prophet, promises that God will renew
God's people. God will replace their heart of stone witha new heart.

Ezekiel 36:24-28 (NRSV)
[24] I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the
countries, and bring you into your own land. [25] I will sprinkle clean
water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and
from all your idols I will cleanse you. [26] A new heart I will give you, and
a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. [27] I will put my spirit within
you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. [28] Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your
ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
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Buried And Raised With Christ In Baptism

The apostle Paul reminds us that in Christ we have already died, drowned in
baptism. Yet we who have died are raised to newness of life.
Romans 6:3-11 (NRSV)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
[5] For ifwe have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. [6] We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. [7] For whoever
has died is freed from sin. [8] But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. [9] We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
[10] The death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives, he
lives to God. [11) So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
(3]

Gospel Lesson

Mark 16:1-8 (NLT)

evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
ofJames, and Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint
Jesus' body. Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the
tomb. On the way they were asking each other, "Who will roll away the stone
for us from the entrance to the tomb?" But as they arrived, they looked up and
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled aside.
When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white robe
sitting on the right side. The women were shocked, but the angel said, "Don't
be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn't
here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body. Now go
and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee.
You will see him there, just as he told you before he died." The women fled
from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they said nothing to anyone
because they were too frightened."
"Saturday
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Willia
Rev. Matthew

Sermon
Christ is Risen?

CHRISTISRISEN!

Hymn
Baptismal Remembrance

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are
initiated into Christ's holy Church. We are incorporated into God's mighty acts
of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God's
gift, offered to us without price.
Through the reaffirmation of our faith we renew the covenant declared at our
baptism, acknowledge what God is doing for us, and affim our commitment to
Christ's holy Church.

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces
of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice,
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ
has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? I do.
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's
holy Church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? I will.
Let us join together

in professing the Christian faith as contained in the

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, bon of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.]
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, [the holy catholic* church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting]
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Thanksgiving Over The Water
Reaffirmation Of Faith
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Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen.
The Holy Spirit work within you, that having been bom through water and the
Spirit, you may live as faithful disciples ofJesus Christ. Amen.

Thanksgiving
Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.
We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of the
body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Choir Anthem

Benediction
Postlude

Dee Freeman
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